[Oxytocin and vasopressin in amniotic fluid in humans and rats].
Oxytocin and vasopressin are hormones having a number of peripheral and (more recently detected) central activities. The two peptides are found to be present in both human amniotic fluid and in that of rats. The origin of these substances was studied in combined clinical and experimental investigations, as were also the relationships of these compounds with intra-uterine growth and the process of labour. Oxytocin was not found to originate from the foetal brain, the foetal adrenals being suggested as a possible alternative source. There was found to be a positive correlation between amniotic oxytocin and measures of the foetal brain, amniotic vasopressin possibly reflecting a poor condition of the foetus (stress?).